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A short Narrative ofthi^ Vriceed- 
ii^i nf the' Gentiemex, .cuKwrnd 
in iitamhg tii-/idt fir iuikting 



. S I Rj,. Hnvemh.Kfth, 1737. 

SOU have oftfen defired mc io give 
E you fome Account of the I^-dceed- 
I ings relating to a Bridge at Weft^ 
minfter j and wliat ProgfCfe thii 
H(MH>urable the Commiflioners, appointed 
by Parliament, have made in that A&ir. ■ 
I am very glad it ifrin' my power to fatisfy 
your Curiofity j ^nd do ailiirc you (hat the 
foUowisg Relation theceof, oiay be depend- 
ed upon. .... 
■ I believe you will eaiily es&cufe me, that 
I do not trouble you with a tedious account 
of the Ufefulnefs of fuch an Undertaking, or 
B obferve 
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t^fcrve to 3?ou how lefig a Bridge has bedh 
viranted ihef e j fince the many former At- 
tempts, in the feveral Reigns pf*Q^£/f2j4- 
beth^yamesl. CharresJ^ and" If, when "the 
Town was not of half the Extent it is at 
pfefent, are alone fufficient Eviclpnces there- 
of rlfhiall therefore proceed diredly to put 
you in mind, that in the latter end of the 
Reign of the late King, a Petition for that 
End was prefentcd -to Parliament^ which 
then failed 5 but was renewed m the next 
Seffions : And tho' a Bridge was not obtained 
for that Place, yet a Bill paflcd for building 
one of Timber, from Fulham to Putney ^ by 
a T6U to be laid :thereon. . • 

In the Year 1734, feveral public^-ipirited 
Gentlemen, daily ..perceiving the want of a 
Bridge at Wefimnjier^ and the great Incon- 
yeniencies. Delays, and Dangers atteijding 
the Ferry (efpecially fince the Tovi;^n was fo 
much enlarged towards the North-Weft) 
refolved to ufc their beft Endeavours to fet 
this laudable Defign on foot again \ and the 
better ^o aflure Succefs, they had fev^ral 
Meetings to prepare Matters for future En- 
quiries 1 and made a Contribution towards 
defraying all neceflkry Charges. They con- 

i fulted 
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(3). 
liilted their prcfent Worthy Reprefenta lives 
in Parliament, who iritirely approved of the 
Defign, and promifed to promote it to their 
utmo^, at a proper Seaibn j which Engage- 
ment, thofe Reprefentatives have faithfully 
made goodj within doors ^nd without. They 
ordered exaft Surveys to be made of. the, 
Roadff and Streets, leading to and from the 
River-fide, both at Wejimin/ier ^ and the 
oppoljite Surrey Shore. They procured, a 
Plan, or Survey of the River, from VauxbaU 
to Tork-StairSy made by a very able pilpt^ 
in which the Shores, Channel;, and Shoals 
of Sand were defcribcd, and the ieveral 
Soundings, or Depths of Water were fet 
forth*: They caufed the Breadth of the Ri« 
ver to be meafured^ and the Ground quite 
crofs the fame to be bpred in ieveral Places 
and the Swiftnefs of the Current, and the 
Courfc of the Tides, both as it flowed in 
and ebbed out, to;be carefully obferved. By 
thefe and other means they were enabled to 
make jfome Judg^ient^ where the intended 
Bridge could be mofl conveniently built ; in 
what Place the Qround was mod compa<3: 
and folid, and fitteft to bear the Weight of a 
Stone Bridge 5 what quantity of Water the 

B 2 River 



(4 )' 
River difcharged at any time ; tvhether the 
Peers of fuch a Bridge wotild occafion any 
Encrcde in thehelgTit of the Water on a 
Spring Tide, or caufc any fcnfible Fall tin- 
der the Arches. ' * 
^ This was great part of the Bufincfe of 
many Meetings throughout that Stafon j , 
the Refult of their Enquiries on thefc heads, 
I fhall mention in its proper place. ' 

The Geritiemen that met in ordfer to pro- 
cure this laudable Defign, divided themfelves 
i^to feveral Gortimittees 5 and tho* they wcire 
continually in action, yet the preparing alf 
thefe^Klattfers took up fo much time,' that 
the Petition intended to be prefented in the 
spiking of the Year 17 3* 5,* could not be got 
ready and figtiedtlme enough ; which, with 
gh'Intimatioii from fomei «reaf Perfbnages 
(to whom the Gintkmen were introduced) 
b( the Danger* of aft untimely Application, 
qccafiohdd all f^^oceedings to be poftponed 
^i?li next Seafoh'-; but in the- intermediate 
^AututttA therie were feverar Meetings, to 
'concert 'Miatters in a proper Manner, and to 
dras^r up a ftate of their whole Proceedings. 
This was Itft to the Care of a Gentleman 
"^whb prefided at alraofl all their Meetings, 
' •'- - _ and 
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and it hMd^l was done by him wiih great 
Accuracy, and laid bejfore their Reprefen- * 
tatives by a Comfnittee of the faid Gende-^ 
men j and foon after, ah Advertifement was 
publifhed in the Papers, that a general Meet- 
ing of the Gentlemen, Freeholders, and In- 
habitants of the Cky and Liberty of ff^efi-^ 
niinfier would be held at the Horn-Tavertii 
m January 1735-6 : Whefe being met ac- 
cordingly, the Draught of a Petition and 
the Scads of a Bill were read and agreed to j 
a«d the Petition having been handed throf 
all the Parifhesofthc City and Liberty, wa$ 
ligfled by maay thoufends of th? Inhabitants^* 
and prefenied to the Houfe by the Lord 
^ Sundoji^ on the 4th of February fpUowing j 
the Purport thereof was as follows: Ti&i^/ 
the City and Liberty ^: Weftminfter, having 
cf late Tears greatly ipcrea^ in Buildings 
and Inhabitants^ ivas becgme very populous ; 
S'bat it-would be advantifgipus , not only to them, 
i buf to many otker if h^i Majefty's Subje^s, 
and to the PSublick in general^ to ^reSi a Bridge 
frm the IJorfe-Fecry to Lapib^h, f$r the 
more eafy Comrnunicatiw t^ith Surrey, Ken^ 
a?td Siiflex : ^erefori fraying that Leave he 
given to bring in a Bilf for ere^inga Bridge 

over 
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(foertbekmr ofT\iivass,attbi Horfe-Ferry, 
*ai af ore/aid, or at fucb other Place as the 
Houje Jhoidd think mofi proper and coreuement. 
for that purpofi. This Petition was fefcr- 
sed to the Coniideration of a Committee, 
before wliom were fummoncda great num-. 
ber of Perfons proper to inform them oa 
this Occafion: TheSubftance of their Evi- 
dence was as follows. That almoft all forta 
of Pitovifion were deairer in W^fiwiinfier than 
in "Surrey^ or other partsof the Town, for 
want of a Bridge. That the Lambeth-Vevvf 
was altogether an infufficient Communica- 
tion between the neighbouring Counties j 
always incbjiveriient, and often very dange- 
rous ; and many Inftances were given of the 
Dangers anJ Accidents attend ihg the Ferry, 
as well as of thelnfolence of theFerrymen. 

That a Bridge ought not to be erefted any 
where, at or near the Bending of the River^ 
which reaches at leaft from the Privy-Gar- 
den to Durham-Yard, for the following Rea- 
fons: That the Ice, in hard Winters, di- 
reded by the, Current of both Flood and 
Ebb, would gather betweenthe Bridge and 
\ht Middlefex^hort, both above and below 

It, and there be accumulated ; by whic^ 

means 
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means the Brrdee would be in manifeft daix-v 
ger of being foon deftroyed : That the di- 
reftion of the Stream, as well upwards a» 
downwards, woult^ not b^ ftrcight with the. 
jftLiches, and therefore occafiari a very great 
di^quky in the Paflage of Hoys, Bargesj^, 
Lighters, and all other deep-loaded and un-f 
wieldy VeiTels^ and in blowing; Weather,: 
bring them into ippminent panger of being 
driven againft the Peers : That the Sandsand 
Shoals thereabouts would render the middle 
Arches almofl: ufelefs. That the River is 
confidera^bly .wider 2^bout that Place, than ia 
any other for. feveral Miles aboye oi; below.;, 
the- whole Breadth being there,' near. 1500 
Feet ; Andthat the Ground, upon boring it, 
proved very unfit for the Foundation of a 

Bridge. 

.. That upon meafaring the River over a- 
gainft New Palace-rard^ its Breadth from 
Stangate-Wharf to WeJimififter^Stairs GatCi 
appeared to be about 1 1 50 Feet That upon 
boring the Ground, there was found a con- 
fiderable Depth of hard Gravel , which 
reached one Third part of the Breadth, from 
Wejlminjler fide; but for the other two 
Thirds^ the Gravellay much lower^ and was 

covered 



COVCfed with muddy Sand and loofe Clay, 
from 5 to 12 feet thick i ^vherc it would t» 
impoffible to make a good Foundation, with- 
out piling all under the Pctrs: That upon' 
founding the River aci'ofs at that Place, thet^ 
were found two Channels inftcad of 6ne,* 
with a large Shoal between them 5 the Streamr 
as the Tidfe flows in^ running in that which' 
is clofe to the J^^mififtef Shore for the moft 
part, and as it ebbs out, ifi that almoft cloiy 
to the Lambeth Shore i fo that as thefe Twor 
Channels are divided from One but a little 
way 'above' this Place, they muft of coflfc- 
quence run oblique to the Arches of the^ 
Bridge, and muft produce the fame ili Ef- 
fefts, as at the Elbdw it felf, tito' perhap* 
in a lefs degree. 

That the River being meafured, founded,^ 
and bored acrofi at the Horfe-Ferry, its 
Breadth from Houfoto Houfe (which Houfcs^ 
project into the River on both Shores) was' 
found to be about 830 feet, biit from Wharf 
to Wharf, juft above and below, about 930^ 
feet. That it was there intfirely free from: 
Shoals and Sands, and deeper than at moft 
other places fcveral Miles higher up, or lower 
down. That the Stream or Current of the 

Tide 



Ti?le,' bothr.ebbmg and flatving; would pais. - 
in a dired: Line through the Atqhes of the. 
Bridge; and the Bargemen, Lighternlenand* 
Waterwen (wh6 were againft anjr^Bridge) 
>yere.of,Qpink>H it WQuId be of iQaftPreja^r 
dice to them at that Place; That tlierewasL 
a* Bed of hard Gravel of a great depth^.qaite 
acrofs the River i only ^lofp to JVeJihimjief 
Shore, betwiecn high and Jow Water-Mark;. 
it V/a3 ci^yeiP^ twith Ouzeand Mud. . That; 
ft ftrong .Stone Bridge might be built there, 
whofc Peers would not take up more thaa 
one Fifths of the breadth of the River,; rc* 
cording.tOia Stone Model, .lJh,en to bc/ffieairt 
ff'e/Imi?i/}er y'don^ from ^,Defign -w^cll ^ffr 
proved of by good Judges; Th%t-if tbi Poeis 
fliould occupy one Fc^ar ^hpf the Rivir, the 
height of the Water would not be incre^fed 
•one quarter of an Inch above vc^hat is ufual, 
.even on Spring Tides^ at which times thfe 
•Cellars and low Grounds in Wefiminjier are 
/liable to deceive Damage. And that as to 
.the Fall jvhich this Bridge might occafioQj 
it would never amount to 5 |r,ches, andcph- 
.fequentlybe very little or no hindrance to 
the Navigation^ fince the. foiaileft Boat cr 
Scullar^ rowed by one Man ^nly, miglitpafs 

C • * very 
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very eafily thfotigh, either way, agaidft thd 
ftrongeft iTide: -Neither could this Fall be' 
of any Prejudice to JVeJiminjier or Lambeth^ 
becaufe it never happens, till fome time af- 
ter high Water, when the Surface is fome 
feet lower than High Water-Mark. 

The Committee, after Debate, refolvedj 
That it was their Opinion, the Petitioners 
had fully made good the Allegations of their 
Petition ; and that a Bridge ought to be 
built: as to the Place where, fome infifted 
to have it near Whitehall^ or Scotland-Tard •^ 
whilft others, fwajred by the Evidence they 
had heard, were as ftrenuous for the Horfe-^ 
Ferry ; ^whereupon, as the only Expedient^ 
the Matter was compounded, and they re- 
ported New Palace-Tard as the propereft 
Place. 

The Houfe of Commons agreeing to this 
Report, ordered in a Bill accordingly, which 
was prefented (having been previoufly pre- 
pared by ^the Gentlemen that firft met, who 
mad& many occafional Amendments to it) a 
few days after 5 and, upon the firft Re^cKng 
ivas referred to a Committee of the whole 
Houfe, and Leave was given to the Petitio- 
ners for and againft the Bill, to be heard by 

CouricU 
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Council at the Bar of the Hdufe. Soon after 
this, viz. on the 2 2d of February^ His Ma-' 
jcfty was plcafed to fend a Meffage to the 
Houfe of Commons, by Sir Charles Wager y 
fignifying to them, That ifiijkould be f mend 
necejjary to open a Tafjage through the Privy- 
Garden ig^- Whitehall, to' the Bridge intended' 
to be buik acrofi the Thames, from New Pa-' 
lace-Yard to the oppojite Shore ^ His Majeftyy 
as far as bis Inter ejl is concetti dy confentSy 
that this 'Houfe may make what Provifon they 
think proper for that Purpoje^ 

The chief Petitioners againft the BiUj 
Mrere the Chy of London, the Borough of 
S^uthwarL ^nd the Compeiny of ff^atermen-y. 
but Council appeared only in behalf of the • 
Gity and Borough againft the Bill. The 
Op|>ofition had much kfs weight, than thofe 
that.fet it on foot imagined ; for, after the 
Council, and the Evidence had been heard 
on both fides, publick Good was preferred 
to private In tereft^ as it fhould always be, 
and the Bill pafled, on a Divifion of 104 a- 
gairift 12 ; and being fent to the Lords, the 
Oppofition was continued in that Houfe, 
where Council and Evidence being alfo heard 
on both fides, their Lordfhips pafiTed the Bill, 

C 2 with 
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with fome Amendments, to which the Com- 
mon€ agreed, afccr Debates. ; and the King, 
gave the Royal Aflent vn the'20th oi May,- 

• As the Aa is printed, I refer you to it for 
Particulars; all! fhall men tioii out of it is, that, 
by this Adt, Commiflioncrs to the number, 
0/ near 200 Lords an$i Commons were ap- 
pointed 5 anyrnineofw bom were impowcred^ 
aiftcr the zzdq^^^ine then enfoing, -^ ^^n,, . 
ajjigni and lay o^t in what manner y and with- 
ivhat Materials the Jmd Bridge jhould be e^ . 
rested and built ^ from New ^ palace- Yard„ /^ 
th^oppojit^ Si^orfi provided they ftiould leave,- 
^6a feet Watcrr^y ay, which anfwered to a-'. 
bout two Thir^e of the . Breadth of the Ri-: 
ver at that Plaaej provided alfo, that no;» 
Houfes or SlKds ^uld ever be built; on the* 
Bridge, when ftnjfhed ; and. alfo. provided '» 
that they (hould indemnify the Company of^ 
Watermen J for the lofs of their Sundays Per- . 
ries near the Bridge, &<:. The Commiflaor.- 
ncrs had alfo Power to lay open, and widen, : 
the .Streets and Ways .leadirig to it^^ and ia» 
order to do this, could oblige the Ownem^ 
of Houfes and Lands to fell, by a Jury, • 

■ , Tq. 
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To defmy the- Charges of this Undertake, 
ing, among feveral ways that had been pro- 
pofcdj, the Parliament thought fit, to grant, 
them a Lottery, confifting of lajoooTicT. 
kcts at 5/. eagh, amounting to 625000/.. 
out of wJiich, a Dedudlion.was, tq be made 
of looQpoA which is at the rate of i^/. per, 

t « 

Cent, of the whok Money ventured, tow^fd?. 
b^ildipg the Brkjge, keep.ing ^t in Repair^ 
and^opeuiiTg the ^ Ways leading to it, .&c. 
The Commil^oncrs met, according ^to the. 
A<S, on the faid'2;2d oijum^ at thp Je^', 
rufalem Chifj^ben 5 and having appointed: 
Officers, agreed to .allow the Bmk20QQ\.fQri 
tpeir Care 4nd7rt)ubk. in receiving and pay r\ 
ing the Mpney^ vintured in the Lottery. 
. At fomeoftheirfubfequent Meetings, fe- 
vcralDefigns of Stone Bridges w^e prefented, 

to thcm,^ ctnd; fonae Propol^l^i:gi>d amojtig' 
othersj there- was a . Set of Artificers^ who; 
offered to buiid one Peer, of fuch Dimen- 
fions,. and in fuch Pla,ce, as the Comntiiflip- 
pcrs ihould appoint, of folid §conc from the 
bpttom of the River, at their own Coft and 
Charges 5 to which they were induct, as, 
they fet forth, by a Report that there were, 
not Englijh Artificers able, to build the in-: 

tended 
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tfnded Bridge' And this Prdpofal, which 
oppearM to have fome National Spirit in it^ 
was well received at that time. The Com- 
itiiffioncrs adjourned themfelves from time 
to time, without coming to any material 
Refolution, waiting the Succefs of the . Lot- 
tery, \Vhich did hot anfwer Expedation": 
ftjr which reafon^ they made long Adjburn- 
racnts, without dcihg any Bufinefs^ till the 

laft-Seflioiis of Parliament, 1736-7, when 

♦ • . ,• . 

they obtained a fecond Adt, to^explain and 
amend the former; whereby all the Aiiitho- 
nty, vefted in them by the firft A(ft, was 
confirmed, .and a new Lottery granted, con-' 
fitting of 70000 Tickets at 10/* cadi- a-'^ 
mounting 10700060/. of which, 7000 were 
Prizes, and the reft Blanks, valued in the 
Aft at 7 /. 10 s. each : both Blanks and Prizes' 
were fubjcft-to aDeduftion of 14 /* per Cent'.- 
amounting to* 98000/. which was to be ap-f' 
plied to the building of the Bridge, &c. Amf 
the Subfcribers for 50 Tickets and upwards, 
tb^ have 2 L per Cent. Premium : And in cafe- 
thfs Sum of 98000/. was not fufficient to de- 
fray rail Charges and to build the Bridge, and 
to maintain and prefervethe fame when built, 
thd CommiffioneK had Power, by this new." 
• ' -Ad. 



Ad, to lay.a Toll on the Bridge at thfeRrftc^ 
Ipecified therein: And in cafe it ihould be 
found hereafter neceffary^HisMajefty was i'm- 
powered to incorporate the CommiflionerS^' 
and grant them a Seal, whereby they might 
borrow any Sum orSums of Money, on the 
Credit of their Toll, at an Intereft not ex- 
ceeding ^L per Cent, ^nd affign over the iaid 
Toll, or any part thereof, either for aXime, or 
in Perpetuity j to raife a Sum that fliould he 
fufficient to build the faid Bridge, if the 
Commiffiohcrs thought fit, without, a ne-t 
ceflity of applying again .to Parliament- 
And laftly, the Commiflioners were at li- 
berty to build ity cither at New Palace-XarJ, 
or at the Horfe^Ferry^ orat any other Place 
in the ParifH of St. John the Evangeliflr. 
Some of the Rcafons for:this Alteration of 
the firft KQi^ are thus delivered in the Se-^ 
cond ; That the building- a Bridge from New 
Palace- Yard, in the City ^/^Weftminfter, to 
the oppojite Shore in the County of Surrey, and 
the purchafing andpfoviding proper IV ays and 
Pajfages to and from the fame^ may be at^ 
tended with 'oery great Expence -, and a Bridge 
might be built jrom fome other part of the City 
g/* Weftminfter rr^i the River g/^Thames, at 



ia lejs Charge^ and wbicb nmuU be as corn^ 
modious andbeneficial^ and of as general Ufe. 
• • Whilft this Aa was depending in the 
Houfe of Commons, at the fecbnd Readine 
in a Committee of the whole Houfe^ on the. 
5th oi March 1736-7, a Motion was made^ 
That it be an InJiruSiion to the f aid Committee^ 
that they have poiver to reciive a Claufe or 
Claufes^ to impower the CommiJJioners to treat 
mthy andpurchafe of the .Froprietbrs of the 
'Bridge crofs the Thames, between VuVod^nx 
and Putney, their litter eji and 'Property in 
the faid Bridge^ end the Tolls payable therei 
But it pafled in the Negative* \ * 

t tliought it abfolutely ncceffarjr, Sir, to 
point Out to you this Step in the Houfe, aS 
it will explain the Motives of feveral- of the 
Proceediyigs arid Refolutions^ taken hy fame 
-of the Commiffioners afterwards. 
' This fecoad AxS pafled into a Law on the 
2 1 (Laf Jtine 1737. The Lottery was foon 
after filled, and the Commiffioners reaflumed 
their Meetings, at the yerufalem Chamber. 
' The Publick, who had fufpended their 
'Expectations hft Year, on account of the 
bad Succefs of the former Lottery, perceiv- 
ing this left to fill, waited impatiently to 

know 
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know what. Jlefolutipns thp Comtniilioners 
would take; thinkings that as Money .was 
no. longer; w^ntlAg» this Year would not be 
loft as .th<? former was : but you will eafily 
judge of the trueReafoos^ why nothping was 
done^ or^intircly. concluded upon this Year, 
after you. have Jiad fojcne aCcovint.of the 
CommifQoaecs Proceedings iince the laft 

Acx% i, '.../.'. ' •» 

t They met fpr the firft time on the24th^f 

June ijyjy, at the Jerufalem Chamber^ when 
they ordered, ainong other things. That 
fome of the Workmen and Artificers, who 
had made Proppials laft Year, jQiould attend 
them at the next Meeting, with their Schenaes, 
and that others who had been employed,^ 
fhould. produce their Plans and Sedions of 
the River, . relating to the Uorfe-Ferry and 
Balace^Tard\ and th^n they adjourned for a 
Week. 

At the next Meeting, the Perfons ordered, 

■ » « . . 

attended,, and werefeverally heard : Enqui-* 
ties were made concerning the Expence of a 
Bridge, partly of Stone, and partly of Wood, 
to be built at either of the Places above men- 
tioned; and the Workmen being afked, 
whether they would engage on the fame 

D footing, 



fwcfcd, they were both WilKiig artd ready. 
S6me C^mmiffioners ^bOif vid ^ fhat the 
building otitf Fjzir in tht deepeft pm of the 
Rivtr (tho' attended with Suocdfs) would be 
n&Vto(>fy th^> l^idge built on ibcfa Peers 
would ftand $ becaule ii Peer might eafily be 
bBik, that wci^ildfuidail^ ki own Weight a^ 
^inft the Aftion of the Tides, when per- 
haps it coaW not fapport t&e'W^eight.of tlie 
Arches, and their lateral Pfeflurcx^tThrtift^ 
without danger of giving Way. 

Thomas Ripky Efq; Coihptrdler of His 

Majcfty's Works , &c. then inlbrmed the 

Commiffioncrs, what would be the Expence 

©f a5tone Bridge, according to a Scheme by 

him produced, for Palace^Tardy the Peers 

to bejupfortedby Piles dr^oe into the Grounds 

arid fawn offjufl^ below the Surface of the 

Ri'Ver at low Water ; and it was afierted, that 

Jbch a Bridge lOouId be as filid and durable^ 

as if built with Stone from the Bottom. This 

bridge was to be only y^feet "wide^itop^ 

with Recedes on the Peers; and it was there 

affirmed, would prove a commodious Pajiige 

for Cattle^ all Carriages^ and Foot^Pajfengers^ 

and that it Vould be compleated in three 

Years, 
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Vears, or lefs tibic ; and thit Artifiben 
would give proper Scteurity \ for their Per^ 
formance. Hereupon the Commifli6ner5or-i 
dered, that the Pcrfons who laft Year ^Bcred 
to build a Peer of folid Stone from the Bot* 
tom^ at their own Riik and Charges^ ihduld 
attend them at the next Meetings with pro- 
per Defigns ^and Efthnates for a Bridge, ac- 
cording to Mr. Ri^kfs Schemfe,; aftd (houl4 
be ready to pr8|)ofe their Secbiit^ j and then 
they adjourned for a Week. 
■ Much about thifi time, thejr agreed to al-^ 
low the Banlc o£ England "^ocfoL and m 
morey inftead of 2600L as they had agreed 
kft Year , in confideratidn of their great 
^rmble and Charges y attending the receiving 
and paying the Money ventiifcd in the new 
L6ttery, "which the Bank corrfeiited to accept 
of* - • ' 

On the 6th ofyufyj the faid Pcrfons at^ 
tended with a Plan of fuch a Bridgfe for P^- 
idce-Tard^ as islaft mentioned, confifting of 
17 Arches, whofe Peers of Stone were to ftand 
on the tops of^ites^ as mentioned above : the 
Breadth at the top, or clear Paflage, to be only 
3o/^rf,with Reccfles over each Peer; theSpan- 
dfbls of the Arches,and moft of the infide filled 

D 2 with 
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m^CbAlk:aMdRuHle, and the OatJ^dccaJeif 
with Portland Stone, the Paflage over to. be 
railed in with Iron, and paved ; all this they 
offered. to perform for 124000/. upon Con-, 
dition theylhould be paid 80000/. at diffe-. 
rent times, as the Work went on, and tha 
remaining 44000 /• was to be left in the 
hands of the Commiffioners, by way of Se- 
curity againftjanyAccident^ that might befall 
the Bridge for the fpace of t jjto Years j da- 
ring which time they craved an IntereflTor. 
the Remainder, after the rate of 5/. per Cent. 
and that in cafe the Bridge ftood fo long^ 
at the end of the iaid two Years, they Should 
be paid the fepiaining 44009/. 

After {amt ODnfiderationS: on this Proppr 
lal, fo niany Qbjedlions were made againft 
the Solidity of fuch a Bridge, and the ex-?. 
traordinary Conditions required in their Efti-*, 
mate, that ti>is Proje<ft was rejfted, or more 
properly, dropt : And at the lame Meeting,, 
Mr. RTpJey made another Propoial to the 
Commiflioners^ of a Bridge, either at the 
New Palace-Tard, or at the Horfe-Ferry ^ to 
be entirely of Wood, and then they ad- 
journed for two or three Days. 

At 



(21) 

At the next Meetings the CommUfioncrs^ 
without making any more Enquiries, being 
latisfied with thofe they had already made, 
refolved, the Bridge Jhould be of Timber^ and 
placed at the Horfe-Ferry, upon a Divifion, 
as was faid, of 14 againft 12 ; which by a 
Miftake • of. telling the Clerk for one of the 
Commiffioners, appeared at firft, 1 3 againft 

. * • ■ * * 

13, and was determined by the Chairman, 
for jhe Horje-Ferry. 

As ^hcre happened to be a large Board 
that Day, much fooner than ufual, lb after, 
coming. to thofe two Refolutions, about the 
Place and Materials, they adjourned fot; 
three Weeks, . and bro^e up immediately, 
having ordered the following Advertifement 
to be put in tine publick News-Papers* 

» 

' yeruJaIem^Chamber\ July Stb^ 1737* 
Tie CommiJ^ners for buildir^ a Bridge at 
Weftminfter, 4o hereby give notice to all 
Perfom who ^re defirous to contraS} for 
building a Bri^eof^imber^from theHovCc^ 
Ferry, in the City of Weftminfter, to the 
oppqfite ShorCy in the County g/' Surrey, that 
they may deliver in their Plans and Propch- 

. fah^ Jiakd up^ on Friday .Afe 29/A /^^«?, 

to 
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U the Commiffhners y at the Jcrulalem- 
Chamber, inthe Deanery ^f Weflminfter, 
h ten oftheClock in the Forenoon. 

Jpf. AylofFc; 

r ♦ 

No Refolutioftj/from Commiffioiiers ?p- 
pointed by ParKament,evcr met with lb great 
and (6 general a Diflike from the j^ublick. 
The Workmen and Artificers took * nptice, 
that the breadth of the River was hot To 
mnch as mentioned in the printed Adver- 
tifcment j which Breadth, thofe who had a 
mind to bring in Plans and Propofals, were 
obliged to inf6rm themfelves of as well as 
they could, from feveral Pamphlets that ap- 
peared about that time^ moft of them full of 
Errors In theNuftibers, and Blunders in the 
Reafoning: They alfo pbferyed, with great 
Surprize, that the Breadth of the intended 
Bridge, and the Meafures bir Scantlings bf 
the Timbers, were not at all fixed in the 
Adyertifement 5 which occafioned the gitat 
Variety that appeared in the Draughts ^d 
Models they afterwards prefented; ^^ • ^ * 

Many Perfons of Judgment and Tafte, 
were extremely dilgufted at the thought^ of 
a Wooden Bridge,^ over fo fine a River as th^ 

Thames : 



Barnes : as-i&di aBridge would be in dinger 
of being carried awiy, the firft hard Winter, 
and at beft, wcjuld want perpetual Repairs i 
whidi, beiides theObftradionsthofe Repairs 
would often occafion, would alfo make £icb 
a wretched Performance amount taasnmch 
Mcmey in a few Yeat^, as would have built 
a magnificent, fcdid, and lafting Stone Bridge : 
They dbferved, that Wooden Bridges have 
always been found fo inconvenient ov^ largo 
Rivers, that when the City of London was 
not the fifdi part of what it is at preient^ 
as to Extent, Number of Inhabitants, and 
Wealth, thti Citis^ns found diemfelves olv 
Hged to undertake the Stone Bridge tl^y 
have now, in a great meafure upon chari-^ 
table 'Contributions ; and this was dou^e aC 4 
time, when building in Tide-Rivers Vi^as very> 
Uttle known, as appears from the irregular 
manner in which they difpoied and built 
their Peers, and the monftrous^ Sterlings 
which they were foon after obliged to place 
round the Pedrs, on which the Stone Peer^i 
are built^ in order to iecure and defend them^ 
Others took . notice (notwithftanding the 
Ufe and Necefiity of publick Buildings^ 
and the Magnificence^ with which they 

ought 
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oaght tobe built) what a wrctdbcd Appear*' 
gnce, moft of thofc in and ;about Londoru 
made, (St. FauH Churchy Grfemvith Hof-: 
fiial, and aFewtjthcrs excepted) and what 
afcandalous EfFedt a Wooden Bridge, muft 
have over the Thames^ any where within: thc: 
Bills of Mortality ^ apd what injurious Rc- 
fiedions would be made on that Occasion. 
Sorne People were fofree as to affert, it could 
not be the Intention of the Legiflature, . ia 
two confccutive Afts of Parliament, grant- 
ing near looooo/. that this large Sum fhould 
be laid out, chiefly in building a precarious 
Wooden Bridge, and the Remainder, as 
they fiiipedrd, applied to the buying of an- 
other • Wooden Bridge, And there were 
Members of your Houfe who publickly de- 
clared, that if they had entertained any fuC-- 
picion of fuch unaccountable Refolutions, 
they would either have abfolutely voted a-t 
gainft the Bridge-Bill, oratleaft moved for 
^ fome Claufes to have been inferted in it, that 
Ihouldhave prevented a publick Work* from 
being turned into a pitiful private Jpbb. 

This general Diflike fooni fhewcd it felf 
in the News-Papers, and fdme df them men* 
tioned with a Sneer, that after many Meet- 

ings, 

I 



ipgf , the Coflittuflioneis had at laft come to 
a Refolution^ as to the N&torials of the io^ 
tended Bridge, and were refolved it flipuld 
he a ff^oGibn One. In fome other Papers, 
this Pal&ge out of Seneca De vita l^eata^ was 
inferted: Pone in opulentijfima me dm&yponi 
uii aurum^ argentumque in promifcuo ufo Jit^ 
non fufpiciam me ob ijia^ qua etiamjiapudme^ 
^tra me tmnen Junt j in fublicium Font em 
m^ tramfiti et inter egentes abige: nonideQ 
tamenme de^ieiam\ whereby they woul4 
induce their Readers' to have a vfry ,ijleaft 
Opinion of Wooden Bridges 4n general ; o-- 
thers exprefs'd their Di^aija in thefi^lpwwg 
Lines 5 making good what ^tii^emt\<^%9^^ 
^id, faeit fydignafio^l^et^m 5 " r , r , ; 

... , <-,*-. ' ' 

ByRufos' Hall^ wberey\mtit$ polluted'Jhmi 
Provok'dj tie Genius $f ike River roje; ' ; 
jindtbusexcIaim^d-^HaveJ^ yeBtiufhSwz^ins^ 
Hav^ hfir ages lav' d pur fertile Plains} 
Givn Herds, and Fiocks^ and Fiilagss I&crea/e; 
And fid a richer than the Golden Fleece ? 
Have J^ ye Merchants ymtb each jwelUng^ide^ 
Pour' d Afrid s^reafure inj and Indhi's Pride? 
Lent you tbd Fruits of every Nation's ^oil? • - 
Made every Climate yours^ and every Stfil? 

' £ - Tet, 
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Tit ^ pilfer' dfrm the Poor^ by Gaming bafe, 
Tet mufl ii Wooden Bridge myWaves dif- 
. grace? ^ • - 

^ettnot to foreign Streams tbejhameful 7 ale ! 
And be it publijh'd in no Gallic Vale ! 
Hefaidy and plunging in his Cry fial Dome ^ 
Wbik der his Head the cir4:ling Waters foam* 

\ * 

s 

A Rumour being fpread, that the Pcrfony 
who, as it was generally believed, wasdc-^ 
figiiea for the chief DireSor of the Woedett 
Bridge,, intended to have a good deal of 
Stone and Iron Work upon it, more for Or-* 
nammffhan Vfe^ and among other things, a 
kind js>f (hort blunted Obeli£ks, tofapport 
Lamps ; a ludicrous In(cription, beginning 
as the Pope's Bulls do, appeared ; and they 
\vhd .handed it aboutj faid it fhould be en-^ 
graved on one of thofe Obelifks, intended to 
btf placed (not upon the Bridge it fclf, but) 
upon the Wejlminfier Abutment thereof, in 
prdcr, as they pretended, to inform Pofterity, 
(long after its Deftradion bylcc^ Fire, or Or 
ther Accidents) that a Woodeij. Bridge had 
fencevbeen eredlcd near that Place, a Copy 
whereof c^ame to my hands, and is as fol? 

lows ; * . : 

In 
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In perpetuam Rei Memoriam, 
Regnante ♦••• Principe AuguftiJJimQ^ Munifi^ 

centijfimo 
LegefiomitiisRegniyJemelatque iterumfamia % 
Cur ante ^ CLXXXX, illuftrium ^rocerum 

Ccetu, . 
Ampta^ et voluntaria turn Jndigenarum^ turn 

Eocterorum 
Contributione Sortibus habit a. i 
*••» Armiger aliquandiit Faber LigndriuSp* 
Moxjiiis eveifuSy Suarumque Merit is, 
Regar. Oper''. Curat''. SagaciJimuSf 
Nee Tton ArcbiteSiui FamRfRmus^ . 

Hie prope Sublicium Pcntem^ 

«... 

In univerfum (quamdiujleterit) cqm^ 

modum, 
Civibus Marentiius. "^ 

Populo denique penitus indignant e^ 

Exirui fecit. 
A prima Legis SanSlione Anno ••p* 

And upon the Face of the Obelifk, next 
the Water, 

Farturiunt Monies^ &c. 

1^ 2 Thcie 
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Thefe Refledions^ and many more which 
I often heard, aind t^f e not to truft to Paper, 
bfefides cxpreffing an Indignatbh againft par- 
ticular Perfons,wer6 all aimed againft Wooden - 
Bridges in general. * Abundance of People 
were alfo^difpleafcd whh the Piacte j and a- 
mong thofethat would have had the Bridge 
nearer Whitehall^ there were many ofQua-» 
lity and Fafhion ; ' who thought the Horfe^ 
Ferry too far* from* the middle ^art of the 
Town. ' .»'•:/ 

On the Day arppoihted by the laft publick 
Aiivertifemeritj^ feVe^ai Pedbns bfotrght and 
prefented to the Comraifliohcrs; Plans, or • 
Models^ and^f bpofals for Timber Bridges 
at the HorJe-^Ferry •, Many of Which, as to 

ConftraSion and Appearance, . were almoft 
Copies oiFulbamrBridge : fome few of them 
had a Timber Floor laid over Stone Peers, 
of fuch Dimerifibri.^, and placed at fuch a 
diftance, as might fervc for a Bridge entirely 
of Stone, at.any time hereafter ; one of thefe, 
^tKe Openings of which were Tew and large, 
had a Row of Wooden Piles in the middle, 
between every two Peers, to fupport aWooden 
Floor for theprelent, as well as the Centers 
for Stone Arches hereafter : Another con- 
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fifted of ieveral large Arches^ which appeared 

Circular, tW form'd of freight Timber; 

Handing on Stone Peers, and having no Piles 

in the middle of the Arches; wliich Wooden 

Arches were fard, might ferve of themfelvc^ 

as Framesor Centers to turn the Stone Archci 

upon, at any ttme hereafter : Another-^* 

fign propofed, that the Wooden Hies whiift 

fnpported theH&ridge,- febntdi be^fui^pedi* 

iheathed with Hanks, Atiofe-^ftttt <y£^^iff^ 

and pitched-, w-fiay'dalt dMer,.*fce the^Bcnk. 

toms of Ships trading \ to tlid, fF^^Ita^ 

There were many dther ^Deilgns b£fer^^ 

ibmc cohfiftiiig of one AftSii-thrde^Awhe^ 

land five-Ardhes^; whkh-^^pnfidering . the 

Breadth of the'Rivdr^ lAM ©f confequence 

he eKtf^m^y 'widet All which Deiigns or 

-Jif bdels,; WiJh'^lheir Propofals -annexed, were 

tefcrred to a Committee of CommiiSoners, 

who were to meet and confiderof them the 

Week following ; when and where all ConV 

tniffioners that came, were to have a Vot4»j 

and it was likewife ordered, that Themis 

Riphy Efq; be defired to attend the faid GortJ- 

niittee, in order to ajiji thtm with bis Adviet. 

As this laft Order was repeated at almicSft 

every fubfcquent Meeting of the Commif- 

fioner§. 
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fioncrSy this Year, either fitting as a Cdxh« 

mittee, or a Board, it will be neqdleis to 

mention it again. 

It being now generally believed that the 

Committee would chufe a Timber Bridge, 
entirely of Wood, Peers and alls fevcral of 
theCommiilioners received Anonymous Let- 
fjcf^f full of £:andalous Reflexions on their 
P/oceedings $ fome of which were read at 
the Committees the Subflance whereof, as 
&r as Memory may be depended upon, was^^ 
Siat it wasplainfy feen^ the Affair ^ builds 
ing a Bridge v^as mOMaged^ a^ if intended to 
favmrone Man only, wbofe Capacity^ allprth 
per Judges in particular^ and the Publick in 
general, had declared much inferior to the Work 
be wanted to direSi : ^iTvt the Dejign of re* 
ferving a Sum to purcbafe the Property ofF^U 
liam Bridge, appeared but too plain^ by the 
Behaviour of thofe aSiive Perfons^ greatly con^ 
4erned in that Bridge : T^hat the Legijlature 
muji have had much nobler Sentiments and In- 
tentions^ when they appointed fo great aJiUmper 
of Lords and Commons as CommiJfioners\ lohicb 
they had but lately confirmed^ by, granting them 
a fecond Lottery^ with a DeduSiion of gZoooL 
to defray the Charges of the Bridge ; to which 

they 
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they bad added Power to lay a large Toll, un- 
limited as to time y that nothing might be want^ 
ing to make it compleat. However, thcfe In- 
^mations made fo little ImpreiHon, that at 
the very firft Meeting of theCommittec fol* 
lowing, they refolvedj^ that the intended 
Bridge fliould not have any Stone at all ia 
ity not even in the Peers; and that all 
Draughts of Timber Bridges, placed upon 
Stone Pcers^ fhouldbe returned tothofe that 
brought them ; and after examining feveral 
Defigns of Bridges, entirely of Wood, moft 
of them were found fault with; and in par- 
ticular, thofe which had fuch monflrous 
large Arches, as difficult to be put in exe- 
cution, and much more fo to keep in re- 
pair. As to that whofe Piles were to be 
iheathed or furred, notwithftanding the Pro- 
pofcrs were £iid to have Friends in the Com- 
mittee, it was urged againft it, that fuch 
Piles muft be (heathed before thjgy are djiven 
into the Bed of the River ; that the Sheath- 
ing would almofl infallibly be ripped off in 
the driving ; but if they fhould happen to 
abide the driving, this Sheathing, Nails and 
Pitch would Indeed be a good Security a- 
gainft Worms (of which tjjere was little or 

no 
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no -danger in the Thames) but would not 
hinder the Piles from • rotting, as foon, if 
not fooner than if they were left bare, as 
was inftanced in Shipping fheatbed in thii 
manfter i by which means the Worms are 
Jndced kept from the Ship- fide for feme time i 
biit they are as fbon, and even fooner rotten, 
than ' if they had no Sheathing at all. How- 
ivcr, the Conimittee- did not fix upon any 
particular Model or Defign, but adjourned 
fhemfclvcs for three or four Days, 
' The 5th oi'jiuguft^ the Committee met a- 
gain, and after examining feveral Schemes 
dnd Propofa?s, referred them all ioMr. Ripley^ 
then prefent, for him to confider them fepa- 
fately, and make his Report to the Com- 
fhittee j and ordered an Advertifement in 
{he publick Papers, fignifying, that no Plans 
would be received after the 9th Inftant. i 
' During this Adjournment, feveral PerfonS 
accordingly waited onMr. Ripley ^ with their , 
Phns and Models ; and after he had e** 
amined them; fome begg'd to know, what 
^as his Opinion, or what fault he found with 
their Defigns, that they inight the better 
have an Opportunity of explaining their 
Thoughts to him ; to which, I am told, hd 

gene- 
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gcflerally anjCjveftfd; that, be Wiutd make a 
wry Jhort Report of- his Opinion Jo the Com* 
miftee 5 but that y for bis parf^ be was for a . 
plain andfmple Tbingj and as be t bought ^ the 
plainer find fmpler the better. . 

.About this time, fome Pcrfons prevailed 
upon A veral Members of th&Coart of Burgef * 
feSy andgreatNumbersof the Inhabitants of 
Weftminjiery ^ the major part dwelling in the 
upper Libertiesr, to fubfcrlbe to a Petition • 
that was afterwards prefcnted to the Cfcm- 
miflionets, ;at the yerufalem-Chamber^ pray- 
ing that the intended Bridge might be built 
at' the New J?uilace^Tard^ or / thereabouts ^ ' 
The.Comcniffioners read their Petiticm, and 
after haviqg obfervcd with fome furpri^, that * 
moft of the prefent Petitioners had fubfcribed 
to the Petition prefented to the Houfe of 
Commons (the Subftance of which, I have al- 
ready quoted from the Votes) they acquainted 
t^e Gentlemen who attended the Petition, 
that the Place of creding the iaid Bridge, had. 
been already determined by th) t Board .. * . 

The next Meeting was onrthe i2thof y^/^- 
gufly when the Committer reqeived and read 
Mn Riplefs Report ; wherein he feemed to 
4iflikc all tjip Dcfigns already prcfqnted, QX»t 

F cept 
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cept one that was oSbred hj iSk TAthdf 
Mr. yames of Greemmcb ; wiiich I>4)figBy 
togedierwith a PampUet publi&td b^ him* 
crkicif^ing all others that had appeared beibre/ 
relating to the Bridge at fVeftminfier^ has 
vef y pauch l^^ened the good Opimon mo^ 
People entertabed. of his Learmng and SidU, 
in. Nut9bers» Geometry and Archko&ire. 
Mr. Ripky thep r eeoamieoded to .^e Com- 
in^ilioners, as t^ {npilt digibl^ M^hod for 
their ne:^tProcQedi0gs, to ered or build two 
Peers at their ovraCoftsadd Charges^ which 
(as it was gtoeraUy pnd^ftood)- would oer« 
tainly fecure theUndertaker or Undertakers^ 
tbo- not eatir€ly from the lofs of the)r Re*. 
piatation, ^yct from, being mined/ if they 
ihould not fucceed. He afterwards pro* 
duced a new Dcfigh of a Timber Bridge^ • 
tliatrmightftand cither on Stohc or Wooden 
Peers; which^ he faid, might be if fame Ufe^ 
tQ the Cemmijjioners in their future Enquiries \ 
and his Dranght was received, notwithftaiidr 
ing the printed Advertifement to the fon? 
trafy, mcntipned above. 
- This Etefigri was greatly ^approved of, by 
many of the Commiflioners , and very 
ftrppgly pppofed by others. To -give you 

an 



an .Iddit^^, t deed only icqaaintyod witH 
Wliat I iMix t^4 hf thofe* ^M hav& fee^ 4 
Itod in(^iUtlr«!d-'idie p&its thereof : ThePeera 
vrBfe Id be cither of Stone,' fct up6a the 
fo^ of Piles^ fiiwh- off 4 littte Below LoWi. 
wiit*iV etaiSbfed in' a Gaie of Dovetail i*ile^, 
or' iafiriely liiade of Piles, ^ with a flat'FIo^ 
laid ovef ffidh 3 the Beams of iKsFioor were 
^obe^iitiA6(H)y dbiiqadSupportSj' or Braced 
<jft fotir-'J%JdS'Undefneathi in every Pafla^ 
-betw«#'ty«lfeers i two bcsiiing on one 
TieevaiMP^^ the others Thofc thatop^ 
'pofed k; 6id, among othcrtfenigSi thattis to 
Apptiriti^t^ ihiis Bridge would faartHy ex^ 
cced That ovtfr the Canal,' bdonging to thfc 
Water-works near Chelfea (which FknoVir 
you hav6 Iben) and ha;ving meafdred the 
IhtttB, by thi^ ^le annexis^ td the^DiM^ 
Were fUj^^iTitA to find, thoTe j^ces. or plv 
liqine Sapports tif the middle Arch^ not le& 
than 3^ feet in length, without any Aflift^ 
ance whatlbcver to ilrengthcn them ; thp 
iAiddle Parts of the Beams unfupportedV 
wtre found to be not leis than 2 5 feet in 
length, which they conceived, were Pro- 
portions not to be admitted^ in a Bridge that 
ought t6 be built in the ftrongeft, and moft 

f 2 folia 



^oUd manner, oa accqu^t of thqca^q^piial pai^ 
&ig aqd repaiJ^G^Xtffnaay keaiiry<^triagea> 
.andthe Adtip^-of great qu^t^ties^of Jce in 
hard .Winters, cfpopial|y in; a JRiver^pf fuch 
ji Breadth and Depths, and that'rqc^iyes fp 
niucii Tide {IS thp 72w;p«f J, : ^Tfeey ^oadprcd 
JlipW.it happ^p?^, tlji^t? fo ^gi^niy vPkns afid 
,Fropoials;akeady ;o£(eredy hadjbepa. thrown 
. aiide^ to roA]f^ cocsnfor oije^ ](^^hiin their 
.jOpinipn, . was ifatj j^pm. b?jpg55«pCenihic to 
#«y fff^tho.^ al5e^y,receivedia§fjjrgea:ed— 

J^evetMr/Ri^fli, filing Ji^iJ^, the 
.Committee took into, confidefation Jiis R&- 

^orttQ them,, aj;jd refolyed;uj[>Qi;^TJi:Reppi:t 

^Ojbp.^jnjade froni theo^ to the^Co^^jtJii^iqn^r^ 
ihr^e or four 'days after. ., .v.,..,, .... - r 

,.,: jT^e. Conimiffipnef s r€i:€i\^^ the 

JR0pprto£thei.r,Gonj«iitjee (Mt^'M^ey ^tti^j; 
^r^fent) and hgvirig fettled; tjho^Saljlftties:C>f 
ithfcir Officers,' and othqr ':pri:y»jte JBlilu3f<4 
.ordered an Adver^ifement to ; be pntan the 
:pqbllck News-Papers, whereby all. Com- 
miffioners were defired to^ attend, by Ten in 
the Forenoon, at the yerufale^-Qh^mber^ on 
^the z^ihAuguft Inftant, to confider of the 
.£\id Report j and the fame Advertifement 
;^as repcatcd-tiU-theDay of m9e,tii>g j when, 
I--: ' ~ after 
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.th^ apprownlpf what .t^-COQUaUtee had 
^jr^ort^- (o^thopa-y. and fe&dvt4> that oa adr 
^cpuntoft}^ D^cttltiesthatwo^d; occuf.qi 
cqnt[radiag-Tfi^ the Workm^ii -.to ^«eu^ 
^py of their {)!:^s,. k.'iescot^d )}etRpft.Adr 
^yifeable to: ioMm the. kilr^keme that ^^ 
a»rcfented, and for a TryaJ/ ^o.baild two 
^eers in the Rirer,, at:the j^xp^ce; of the 
,Cominifli9ijjsrs j . and .acc<?vd^Qgly wder^d 
.Mr. iJij^j^^tppitPp^rea Mo^gl of two fm^ 

jSyith anArch:oiuFloor,,9vKvtb^P», fo astp 
^^refcQt p»r| ©f.the iatendjd-fti^g^, - ^itb* 

\\ipi\t withc§tO!i»j::Qr; Weodi Mid jthen «<t- 

.39,nrncd t^.^hjJ^Jil '^^iL^ci their- neljr 
Office, in Duke-Streety W^itifiiry dtJDefe 
4n the Por^Qf^iiprccif^y, ^iiis>r<}er to oon- 

'iideriun^er of ibbRegori; of ^iSopijmttcij 
l^f. at'whjgh time, all the^Coo^iffionei^ 
,were ftill de&'ed /» be p^ient; by a publipl^ 
Advertifement in feveral of . the News-Pa- 

. On . the 3: 1 ft. of Augujl, Mr-r Ripley pf ^ 
XentedaModel (according to- Or^er). fon^ 
Bridge, fuch as I have defcr|be4 to yoa juft 
above, and he explained how he would prd« 

fped in the Execution ; bujtjliany. Doubts 

. arifing 
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firing » to tlio Sectmty of Poers pl^ieed^'of^ 
'iHai tops «afPII<s,: &wr off juAi bekiw AeSof'* 
ftcrefdM ^iv^ at Low«#CE«ef, and to tSie 
Pm^^eab^f » rf lading thisi Fiaundaf ioite 
1t»wer, ^ titakiiig a Cafe of DdiVetail Pil^, 
-and poiitpihg'^h&WatQr <m 6y the or^Kostty 
Hffetfaod9^^whkh-(evemI of the G&mrtaf^d^ 
'tAss tiS^ied^ W'oyld «ot answer in gravdfir 
Sdilsj' Au^as^e Bedof the€iS*ii»«^ji whem 
dtteheigltt ofWaftt: is twtcea day-ftiveiV 
oenfideraUe, -as-fiom ^4 to 3^' &et)- Aere^ 
fore- they moved for other Methods to fie 
laidi before- dtaConnniffibnors at the hdft 
•liifee^g^ «iid then odjociriusd^ to the'/th^x^ 
Sffte^tivr foUoWitig^ wh^i'tvtts the laft 
lllf etinffilua YeaTi • • • - -^ - • . • -^ 
'■ Oft that di^, fome Mei&ods for hyihg 
^ Foundations ■ bekm» dw Bed oftheRf- 
veti were ^xpldined, which the Board ^med 
to approve oft It was^en rcprefentcd, thd.t 
laofl of theCdmmiffionefs ^^ereotttcf towrr, 
that few of them attended the Meetings, noti. 
withftanding they had been de fired tc:( be 
prefent, by pubiick Adverfifcments 5 that 
the Seafon*of the Year was^f^far advanced, 
that very Ihtle couki he done in- iiich an Un- 
dertakings till the Spring' J a^id that in ordM: 

finally 
3 
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^finaUy^D fix oaikc fhKt rand A&ierials/ 
an4 make choke cf FerTons cajxibk df dU 
reAing and t:andiiAing a Wdrk^ tlB& im** 
pqrtaooe, it wa^ meoefiary ts^kavt dir ^-^ 
pinion of as inany of the Commiflioncss :as 
poifiblc ; £3r which Reafbob^ d»ey adjoomed 
themiblras to die ifl: tifFsMuay AtKt, aAxmt 
which thxiff) as ihey apprehended, iisUfiottda : 
might realbnably be expedsd, and by tl» 
fiieanSy any hafly Reibbtions of a finafl 
Nnmbcir 6£ the Gommiflianers wodd be 
prevented* 

You cannot imagine. Sir, vAkzt an Oat« ^ 
cry this Idng A^ouromeat occafianed, aw . 
nlongthe generality of Peitple. > Some ima- 
gined, this was a fare Omen of ^having no 
jSridge at ail, and uied as a decent Expe- 
dient to drop the whole Defign. Others,^ 
that it was done in order to 6cure a good 
^Jobb, and efiedually provide for the Intercft * 
pf fome &votirite Undertakers. Pthers £i* 
fpf&td^ it was to make a proper Ptovifion 
for thofc concerned in Fulbam-BnJge^v^hoffr 
comfortable piyideiads (thftt had for nidny* 
years pafft been annoally paid them) would 
be confiderably reduced, if this Bridge (hould 
Jjc |]aade a frfc one.— ^Others fnggeftcd, 

that 



( 40 ) ' 

that it was! a .Contrivance of the Stock-job- 
bers, to iedire and rendcD another Lottery 
abfolutely necelSary, . and to have time to 
prepare the ptoperPerfons. Others affirmed, - 
that it was owing to the Power and Influ- 
ence of the City with fome great Men, who 
werenowdetermined to undermine and de- 
molifli the whole;{>dign.. * Scmie pf the In^ 
habitants of the upper Liberties of Weflniin^ 
ficTt upon, d^efc long Delays; declared, they 
did not care what became of. the'3ridge, if . 
it was not to be at the New Palace-^TarL or 
thereabouts— Affirming, it would be of little 
Benefit to the Town, to build a Bridge al^ < 
moft out of it, * Whilft the Inhabitants of - 
Wtfiminjier^ clpccially thofe of the Parifli of 
St. "John the Evangclift, as loudly declared, 
that a Bridge would prove their inevitable . 
Ruin, iffituatedrat any other Place than 
the HorJe-^Ferryy or thereabouts j Befides ^i 
thefe^contfadi^ory private Opinions, fevcjp. 
r»l Pcrfons (who- would have been greatly 
affronted to be reckoned amongft the Mobb) . 
were got to fuch a pitch of Infplence, that 
they dar'd to affert, that fome of the Com- 
rtiffioners had been negligent, that feveral 
of them were intejefted clfewhf re, and par, 

tial 



tul: on mapjr Occafionsy, anc| that a good -. 

Bridge could have been £niihed, oratleaiVt' 
the heil hajf of it, in lefs time than had be^ a ; 
. fpent in fettling the Place and Materials oS; 
this intended Bridge, which to them did-, 
not at all appear more forward than the firlt 
day the Comminioners met. 

I hope, Sir, you will excufc my having 
drawn this Letter into fo great a length; I 
have endeavoured, according to your dcfirc, 
to give you an account, pf alt the material 
Tranfadtions and Refolutions of the Com- 
miHioncr^ that are come to my knowledge, 
which I collected, not only from what has 
publickly appeared, but from what has been 
related to me by fuch of them, as I have the 
Honour to be 
to which I h 
and Remarks 
pie make on 
count could b( 
fures taken to 

ticular Purpofes, I doubt not but it would 
prove not only much more entertaining than 
this, but more ufeful to thofe that are deft- 
rois to-know, Apw, and in •what Manner ^ 
G publick 



(4i) 
piUUci Witrii af^ msttaged: I «^a the 
Honour of your' Anfwer, wit^^he utmoft 
Impatience, and I beg you \Vould let ifte 
know your Seiitoents freely, as to thePkce 
and Materials of this intended Bridge.' 



/ tf/ff, 

H(w** Sir, 

thir mofi Obedient 
Jium&U Servant. 
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ANSWER; 



O ■*■ -K, Ntvimh. 14. 1737. 

I HAVE at laft received your long- 

expcjfted Account of the Trajif- 

1 aiSions, relating to the Bridge .at 
Wejiminjier. I knew our Senti- 
ments on that Subjeft were much the lame, 
and as you converfed with feveral of tfec 
Gentlemen, who met in order to prepare the 
way for that Undertakiqg, I concluded, you 
would be acquainted wkh ?very ftcp tak^, 
and would be a,We (and ^s I fpppofed, .wjl- 
ling) to give me fome informatiou of w^iat 
has happened in that Affair, 

Throe Months, fince my Letter to you, 

and above two iince the lail Adjournment 

G 2 of 
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of the Commiffioncrs, being clapfed without 

hearing from you, I began to be uneafy j 

but laft Sunday Morning, whilft I was con- 

triving (as I walked on my Terras) fome 

reafonable Excufe for fo long and unufual a 

Silence, George brought njc your Packet, and 

nU feemed well, till I tore open the Cover, 

andrun qyer^your SLSheetg* I had Jittle lajtis- 

fa^ion upon the firft hafty readihg, and much 

lefsj^upoh a more'carefull^erufal, than I had 

promifed my felf. My Friend, you treat 

me with Sufpicioft, and you exprefs your 

ielf with fiich. Caution, that Jam armoft a,- 

fraid you are gping to turn Courtier. As I 

"expefted the Truth, and nothing but thfe 

^ Truth^ fo I hoped for the whole Truth from 

'^you.' I flattered my felf, J fliouldhavc found 

•jijuft Account qf Actions, and their true 

^ Springs and Motives^ and not to have been 

^^hfertained with a mere detail of outfide Ap- 

' pearances. Dates; and Paragraphs from Ncws- 

•' Papers j in fliort, I miift. defire that for the 

"'future you would writt \^ith the Franknefs 

"*• jrnd Openneft becoming a true Friend : And 

to (hew you, I can follow the Advice I give, 

^ • "^'ike this as a Model for our future Correfpon- 

- dcnpe. I ventiire to fend you Ne\vs from above 

one 
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one hundred miles diftancc, of what was done 
in a manner under yoiir eye : Some indeed^' 
are only Reports, which you muft' take as I re- 
ceived them ; yet as I believe you'll find moft 
of them true, I have added my Sentiments 
thereon, without any Cookery, in as plain a 
manner as I wifh all Men would drefs, eat, 

Ipeak, write, and aft. ^But being cooler 

iiow than when I began to arifwcr you, Igive 
you my thanks, before I proceed any ferthef, 
for the Trouble you have given your felf. ' * 

\ Publick Buildings, commodious Streets 
well paved, clean, and lighted, good Roads, 
navigable Rivers, and ufefiil Bridges, have 
always appeared of the greateft Service to a 
State, and Evidences of a good Police, as 
well as of the Wealthy Induftry and Prd- 
fperity of a People. In all well-regulated 
Governments, Perfons of the greateft |ft- 
tegrity, Iridependency, Capacity and Tafte, 
inverted with the fame Authorities as in the 
Greek and Reman Republicks, have been, 
and are ilill appointed to infpeft all publick 
Works^ Their Office is not only to keep in 
good repair, and improve the Roads, Riveris, 
Bridges, &c. in being, but to defign and 
dire^ new ones, where neceffary, for the 

Increafe 
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Increafc of ^Tj^^c, or tfae^Convjenipnc^ Qf:^bfi 
Subjefts. I coul4 .enlarge on this ^ead, /iijd 
gffer my W:iflx?S4 hut I fh^U waviP :it ?it pj^?:: 
feat, land jpropecd to what mQre.particularJjy 
relates to th^^: oifun ^ubjed: of yqux Letter. , 
Ever fince the 'bpUding a Bridgp at ir4g/?r 
«»//z^^r rnejt with .approbation aud OKOiir 
r^cmem jltoffi the -Legiflatiure, I have^beep 
wry foUicitous to get wl^at In^o^n>atipa j[ 

.cpvdd, on this head. I wrote; frje^wnt L€t>- 

ters to ypUj^ and other Ffiends^iji Town^,^ 

.bojaght the iwo Ad:s, and. all the Pamphlets 

hiltherto pubUflied for Sale, and have al(b 

^.procured, I believe, all that ,haye bepn di- 

^ f^ributed rr^// J on this Subjeft, ,andl hav,e 

.made all the inquiries I could ampng the 

CptnjtniffiQners I knew ; fp that. I tbink,,I 

\^ able to fend you fome Rem^^ks japo^ 

yjur Letter, aqd a^dd feveral Articles you haye 

emitted. .♦ 

.:, Your Accoupt of the Meafures taken by 

ihe G^ntlenjen of Wejlminfiir^ before tljie 

Bill was bJjought ipto the Houfc, is the be..ft 

I have met with,.and ^ave me feme P.Ie;iif^rie j 

but I could wiih to fee that Account of t]?e 

Proceedings, whiph you inention was drawn 

lap and laid before .the Members for Wejlmifi- 



jhr^ Iliwchdstrdy it Wis a mlt-digefted 
Piece ^ if it IsLiii Prints or if you eta proctird ? 
a Cc^jy, pray let mc have \i\ if riot, I tadk^ 
try what I <5an do my fclf, when Icorod to . 
Towh^ nertJSefiions df ParKament. 

I Wd9 not at all furpriz^ to find the Loe-- - 
tdry, grafited bf tliefirft A^, felled of Sue- * 
c6fs y the Gi^pofition from the Gity oiLondjiffi 
muft have^^eatly hurt it. Fe^des, the Pkce 
appointed to re€ei^re the Mcjiiey wafr, in li*jj» 
Opinion, verjr improper: Prince £af§f^;jf^ did- 
not foUicit, and fix the Loan frofA the^JS/ij^ • 
//}» (iritended for the Relief d^ Turin) at ' 
Paris^ hi^A. ix. Lmdort I ^hdtfaxtV}^ ff^efimm-* 
ftdr rtiight have been ra proper Place for tak- 
ing in aLoaii, forbuitdingaBrid^at JV^^ 
mnfier, Sttppofd- f Wo oi^ three Extra-Clerk* ^ 
had been aAied to hi$ Majefty's Receipt of 
Ebcdhequtir, ahd the Tellers had been em-' 
pkyedtof€(atiretheMdney,tillw^ttted;IcanK 
netbtit think', (h«$ wouldhavebetn^s^^fatisfac*^ 
torytb the PubUdk^ wodd have faved abooX^ 
at leaft, and have been \ perhaps, attended with 
bewer Succefe* A Prssmium wa^ alfo thdught 
abfolutely neceffiiry , to take hold oF the ' 
Money-rMongers, who would thereby be- 
tempted to. fobfcrJ^e largely ; for iii thi9v • 
.-*■•• as 



r- - 



(.48)^ 
as in many 'other rBargain^^ thdie whd buy, 
the DetUy muft fHl him; * .The Number of : 
Tickets in: the .fir^ Lottery was.likewife too 
greats being 12500b; Experience fhewing^. 
that more than 80000 is &ldbm practicable i / 
thk laft Number perhaps, might likewife kt 
feund nearer the Reajpn of things^ by People 
a^uainted with political Antlimetick ; . and » 
fipce all Lotteries/ out of; which Dedudion» : 
are ma^e^ are more or leis.difadvantageouSy ; 
in. the proportion which fuch Deduiftion 
bears to the whole Sum ; 'tis hard to ima-« 
gincihoUr any^but. the fe\y who chufe to\ 
gariie Tsit Any; ratei on-thefilly pretence of ^ 
fir bang -Jit Fortune's way, r ihotild vjenture far 
inlJIgth ^Lottery : The itore prudent cpn- i 
fi^fereS, they wereio rece^ye no Inter?ft for; - 
their MondjTj lock'd tip in -the Bank,,pror.I 
babiy for a Yeflfr or :more • : that they ihould I 
have^but little .Chance toMeir thfiicTickets at j 
an advaiiccdrPrke, Ihe^Mai^jbbihg over-.* 
ftbck'd, andrweceftire.to Ipfc, . ope w'ithjan^'i 
other, . 16 penOent. ofthe.ataount. of, Tuch ^ 
Tickets, if they flood the cbancfe of Draw- 
ing. {This firft Lottery failing , of ^ Succe/s; 
I :perc^ved immediately, that the Commif« 
fiohers could not enter upon; any v materkit ; 
: ; Buiinefsy 
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Baiine&^ ^nd muft be under a neceflity of 
applying again to Parliament. I was ex- 
tremely gkd to find the Powers of the Com- 
miflioners fo much enlarged by the iecond 
Ad, fo that they might proceed with vigour, 
and have no farther occafion to apply to Par- 
liament, provifion having been made for their 
raifing Money on the Credit of the Toll, in 
cafe the 98000 A dedudied out of the fecond 
Lottery, (hould prove infufficient to ereft 
fuch a- lafting and magnificent Bridge, as 
would anfwer all the purpofes intended, and 
redound to the Honour and Credit of the 
Nation, which the Legiflature feemed to' 
point out to them, by granting fo much Mo- 
ney at on(ie. U 
By the^ Plans, Models and Calculations 
which were publiflied whilft the Bill v^ras * 
depending, I believe moft People were of 
opinion, that the defire of the Petitioners 
for a Bridge, >fras to have a ftrong and ufeful 

one, and every body feemed to thinks that- 

* * * 
a Wooden Bridge, tho' ever fo well contrived, ' 

ivould be extremely improper; as being fub- 

Jad: to * be Suddenly deftrdycd, in want of 

"initel Repairs whilft ftanding, and of 

a maadi Appearances as to be far bdow; 

^ . H the 
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the Dignity of fuch Commiilioneirs^ as well 
as extremely ill-fuited to the fine River, over 
\yhicb it was intended to be built. I have . 
heard good Judges fay, that in lefs than 50 
Years, a Wooden Bridge muft coft as much 
as one of St one. If therefore the Parliament, 
in order to fave a little Money at firfl, had 
defigned fuch a precarious Bridge ihbuld be 
built, furcly they would not have thought 
it a matter of fuch Importance, as to appoint 
near 200 Lords and Commoners, and moft 
of them not more conipicuous by their Sta- 
tions,, than for their Wlidom, Learning, and 
Capacity to beCommiffioners for iiich an 
Undertaking ; but probably they would have 
left the building of fuch a Bridge to the Peo- 
ple oiWefiminfier^ by giving them Jeaye to 
afTefs fome fmall Pound-rate on themielves, - 
fufficient for fo narrow a Scheme. 

As to what the Commiilioners have done 
fince the fecpnd A£t pafled, I believe your 
Account to be true, but too fuperficial j on . 
which I (hall now make a few Remarks. , 
You hinted in your Letter, that the purcha- . 
ling the Property of Fulbam Bridge from 
the prefent Proprietors^, feem'd ta.h^ve been 
the favourite Projed of &>me $ I Jb^ve had 

Inti- • 



iDtimatlans of this from good hands befides 
yours^ and cannot help thinking that an ex- 
traordinary Complaifance for the Owners of, 
Fulham Bridge^ greatly influenced many of 
the Refolutions taken this Year. I have 
been told, the Reafons alledged for having, 
a Wooden Bridge, v^rere— That there was 
not Money enough to build one of Stone, . 
either at Palace-Tar J, or at the Horfe^F^rry 
- — — That a Wooden' Bridge would be much 

fobner built, and paflable That it would 

not coft above 30000 /. and the remainder of 
the Money might be laid out in opening 
and mending the Roads and Streets leading 

t 

to this Bridge ; but I nevfcr heard it pub- 
lickly faid, that by contriving to have a 

- ♦ » * 

Bridge built at the leaft Expence poffible. 
Money would be left fortMiying off the Pro- 
prietors of Fulham Bridge 5 fo that I prc- 
ftime, if this was the Intention of a few, they 
kept this Projed in petta^ till a fit Opportu- 
nity (hould offer : For I remember well, the 
fame Af&ir had been attempted in the Houie, 
at the fccond Reading of the laft Aflr^ and 
a ftrong Negative put upon it, as I find you 
rightly obfcrve in your Letter. To thele 
ipecious Pretences for a Wooden Bridge, I 

H 2 could 
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could have offered by way of Anfwcfi had 
I-been one of the Cbmmiffioners, and' prci- 
fcnt at the Debates, That tho' the Money 
left as yet unapplied, out of 98000/. was 
not fufficient to build a Stone Bridge, at ei-.^ 
tjier of the. Places mentioned in the fecpnd 
A&i yet upon a caFeful Perufiil of that Aft, 
it would plainly appear, that the Commif- 
iioners had power to raife as much as would 
be ncceflary, on the credit of a' Toll, with- 
out farther Application to Parliament j that, 
finc^ Money was not wanting for empByatigi 
as many hands as could be ufcfuUy kept to 
work, under the Dircftion of Perfcna of fuf- 
ficient Capacity, it was very probalite that a 
folid Ston^ Bridg? would ©ot be, above four 
Ycsjrp in buildis^, and, that it might be made 
pai&b|c *in half that time-r— That if a Stone 
Bridget Ihbuld require even feven Years in 
building, yet no impartial or publick-lpirited 
Ma» <x)tild hefitate a moment, in preferring, 
jt to any Wooden. Bridge whatfd^ver, the' 
built ill ever fo fhorta time-^-rM.Tliat to iave 
Mqh^ tpiopienihe: Roads leading to it (if 
Clothing Ivorfe was really intended) feemed 
to be an unneceflaiy Caution s fince the 
J^ridge being once built as it ought to be, the 

Streets^ 
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Streets and Roads would ^oon be made wider 
and n^ore con!nk>dious, which the Owners 
of Lands and Houfes near the faid Bridge, 
would find it their Interefts to do, as foon as 
poffible. Befides, I have heard a Propofal 
was ofFered to the Board for that purpofe, 
which had been previoufly examined by Per-^^ 
Ions of Judgment, who thought it prafli-^ 
cable, without putting the Commiffiou to 
any Expence on that account. This Pro- 
pofal, I am well aflured, was referred, toge- 
ther with the Plaiis and Eftimates for a 
Wooden Bridge, to a Committee, but Was 
never taken intoConfideration j the^Reafong 
I will not lb much as guefs at, Jeit I fliould 
be miftaken, and attributfe to D«fign, what 
perhaps might proceed mcMf ift'iSrt (feiii;^ 
fibn, thro' the Hurry and ^M.Ulti^cky of 
JfUFairs, then depending befoieihcm. 'I:fin<t 
alfo, that the firft Draught and l>r0po&l for 
a Wooden Bridge, wa^ p?efented to ; the 
Gommiffioners by Mr, Ripky. Oti this Oc^ 
cafion, I heard fome Perfons wjip pretendecf 
to know the:fecret Hiftory, notottlyof^^fw' 

m'fT/ier, butof Fuibam Bridge- cxchimmth 
%kt Jj^atin Poet, 

* • # 
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, ■ ■ r * q uomn mortoHa pe&ara ccgis, 
Auri Jacra Fofnes ! — ^ 

• • • 

Sure it is, that the generality of People were 
much at a lofs to £nd, what Reafons Mn 
Ripley had to turn his Thoughts that way, 
not knowing how confiderably he is inte- 
refted in Fulbam Bridge. As for my part, 
I have feen Several Works and Buildings^ 
laid to have been performed under that Gen- 
tleman's Direction, and fome according to 
Defigns hp has owned ; but you muft ex- 
cufe me from declaring my Sentiments, 
which I could not do without entering into 
a detail, not at all proper for an Ahfwer to 
a Letter about Bridges only : Befides, it is ^ 
Subjcdl which almoft every Perfon pretends 
to underftand, whether properly qualified 
or not. This unaccountable Vanity of judg* 
ing peremptorily in Matters that have not 
been the Ob^edls of our earlieft Enquiries and 
continual Afiplication, feemstbme to be the 
true Reafop, why Peoples Opinions are fo 
contradictory one to another, almoft in every 
thing, but in nothing more than the Merits 
or Capacity of the fame Perfons : Mr. Pope^ 

not 
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not better kilawn for one of our greateft and 
bcft Poets, than for his avowed Deteftation 
of Ignorance and Sclf-fufficiency, has nien- 
tioned Mr. Ripley twice in his Works 5 in 
his Letter to theEarlof jB«r//»^//?;^, he fays, 

JFbat brought SirVmo'silUgot wealth towafie? 
Some Damon wbifperd^ Vifto, have a Tajie ; 
Heaven vifits with a T^afie the wealthy Fool^ 
And needs no Rod but Ripley wi/^ a Rule. . 
Seejportive Fate ! to punijh aukward Pride ^ 
Bids Bubo buildy and fends himjuch a Guide \. 
AJlanding Sermon at each year's Expence, 
That never Coxcomb reached Magnificence. 

And in his Imitation of the firft Epiflle of 
the fecond Book of Ebr ace's Epiftles, 

fFho builds a Bridge that never drove aPile^ 
Should Ripley venture^ all the. world would 
JmUe. 

What could induce Mr. Pope to place Mr. 
Ripley in fuch a light ? whether he can juf- 
tify what he has laid, or not, I will not fay ; 
I am fure, feveral of the CommilHoners had 
a much greater Opinion of this Gemteman's 
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Abilities aiKl Tafte; and treated him in a ' 
manner, which has plainly Ihewn him (in 
their Judgment) a Man of the higheft Me- 
rit ; for it fcems, that Mr. Ripley was almoft' 

the only- Pcrfon confulted ^Thatan Order ^ 

was made, whereby Mr. Ripley was deflred 
to attend the Commiffioners, and ajjtfi them ' 
iDttb bis Advice^ which Order was repeated 
at moftjif not all their Meetings this Year—' 
That Mr. Ripley w^s prefentwhen the Com* 
mittee had under Examination the fevcial 
Plans and Propofels, for a Timber Bridge at the 
HorJe-Ferry-^Thzt all thefe Plans and Pro- 
pofals, and the Perfons who brought them, 
were referred to Mr. Ripley, as a proper 
Judge, for him to make his report thereof to 

the Committee ^That aftcrMr. Ripley had ^ 

declared in his Report, that he difliked them 
all, except one (prefented by his Friend at 
Greenwich) he propofed''^'4iew Scheme of 
his own, which was received, tho' fome 
days after publick Notice had been given in 
the Papers, that no mora Plans or Propofals 
would be received— —That Mi. Ripley was 
preient when the Committee took- his Re- 
port into Confideration ; as alfo when the 
Committee agreed upon the Report they 

in- 
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Itiknded to make to the Board oiF Commif:'' 
iSdners^ and when the Board of Conimifno^ 
nfers received the Report of their Committeei 
and took it into cbnfidcration. I am lifcei 
wife informed, that at moft of thefe Mect-^ 
ingg, Mr. Ripley fate at the Table among 
the Commiffioners, which hbwever^ I don't 
^ink fovery extniordihary, as fome People 
pretend 5 the Place he fo defervedly enjoyS 
under the Crown being a fiifficient Aeafon^ 
if there were no other, to pay him that re- 
Ipefl: 1 befides, 1 am affixrcd there was always 
room enough for him at this Board, efpe- 
fcially during the time Wooden Bridges were 
upon -the Carpiet; 

It feems alfo; that When the Refblatioii 
for a Woodieh Bridge at the Horfe-Ferry waS 
fo geheraly difliked by the Pubiick^ atid fo 
jfeverely (pbken againft every whcre^ the' 
next fevourite ProjeiSt was to promote at any 
rate the Scheme of fome Prdjeftors of good 
Intereft, who propofed a fort of Stone Peers, 
which muft haVe been much dearer^ and 
longer in the Execution than Wooden Peers, 
but equally precarious . as to Solidity and 
Duration, and equally pitiful as to Appear- 
ance j thefe Peers were to be inclofed in a 

I Cafe 
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Cftfeof DoVe-teH Rles, and the Water pumpc4 
out (if poffible) by the common Methods > 
an4 if this fhould be found impraaicable^ 
they were to return to the old exploded Me- 
thod of fetting thfift pretended Stone Peers- 
on the top of Wooden Piles^ juft below the: 
Surface of Low- water : But I am told, feme 
Noblemen aijd Gentlemen then prefent,^ 
known to' be very good Judges in thefe Mat-*, 
ters, reprefented fo fordbly to the reft of the. 
Commiffioncrs, the Dangers attending fuch 
Methods, and gave Inftances of a modern 
Date, where they had proved intirely inef^ 
fedhial, that the intended Refolution of ap- 
proving this Scheme, and ordering k into 
immediate Execution, was kdd afidej aiid 
tho* you mentioned that they nioved for o- 
ther Methods to be examined, a^d that fome 
of them after having been explained before 
the Commiflioners, feemed to be approved 
of, yet in my humbleOpinion, thefe Noble- 
men andGendemen can never be fuificiently 
praifed, for their prudent Motion for a long 
Adjournment, which being carried in the 
Affirmative, did indeed hinder fome Prepa- 
rations that might have been made before 
the next Spring 3 but it ought to be con- 

fidere(I> 
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fidered^ that fuch a Rccefs d|d alfo prevent, 
a^ yoa obferve^ any hafty Refolutioa from 
being taken in Matters that required fo much 
Con0deration. B^fides, by adjourning to 
the I ft oi -February ncxty they paid a very 
^eat Compliment to the greateft number of 
Commiffioners, then abf(;nt on their private . 
Afl^irs, or Pleafures, and ihewed thereby 
that nothing ought to be determined with-- 
out knowing the Opinions of the Majority, 
of the Commiffioners, or at leaft giving 
tbcm an Opportunity, at a time \yhen mofl; 
of them arc in Town, to hear what ihould 
be propofed, and to deliver their Sentiments 
upon what ibould be laid before them, and 
ponfequently have it in their power to reje<3: 
fuch Proje(5ts as favoured more of private In- 
tcreft; than publick Good, t 

Your letter mentions, that a very great 
put-cry arofe againfl: this long Adjourn- 
ment; but I think all the Suggeftions a» 
gainft it gre £ilfe and ridiculous, tho' ex- 
tremely natural ip the Mouths of unthink^ 
ing People ; It would be in vain to urge td 
fuch, that preferving one of the fineft and 
moft u&ful Rivers in the World from Injury 
rH-;Seqiring its Navigatipn---f- Preventing 

I 2 i^nd 



and removing ObftruiStions'to the tVacie and 
Conitmtinication of the fcvcral parts of the 
Town by Water, already too much incumber- 
ed*— A regard for the Subliftence of fo; 
many thoufend Soul^, as have nothing but' 
their Labour, in carrying Goods and Paflfen- 
gers on. the River, tofapport themfelves and 
Families-r— The Confideration of proper 
Remedies againft the great Difficuhies atr 
tending the es^ecirtion pf a >york of this Im- 
portance--— The juft ' Apprehenfions of ' the 
dangerous Confequences that muft foflovwf 
any Miftake or Mifearriage-^-^The Care 
that ought to be tkken, xvith refpeft w the 
Oeconomy when building-— And the Secu- 
rity and P^efervatron of this Fabricfc, whei^ 
finifhed--^-*arpiurely Articles that can never 
ht too muchy or too deliberately txmj^dered* 
And that it were better ten Years fliouW be 
Ipent in making propei^ Inquiries, aiid taking 
the moft pradent* Meaiirres^ than that one 
Ifingle Pile be driven, or one fingle Stone bf 
laid, injudicioufly, or out of its proper Place 
^nd Situation. What furprized me moftn 
•when I read your Account of the Murnfmr- 
ings occafioned by this prudent, long Ad- 
|ournmem of the Commiffioncrs, were the 

Clamours 



Clamoars of the lababitants pf the City and 
Xiiberties of JFeftminfter : thofe dwelling ia 
the upper Libertiea beiiig againft it Bridge at 
the Horfe-Ferry^ and the reft as much averllb 
to its being rcpiovcd lower. Both Parties 
jfbrgetting, that ^e Parliament having or- 
dered this Bridge to be built at the (Charge of 
the Publick, it ought to be placed where 
inoft ufefikl to the Publick in general~^ 
That as the inhabitants oiWefiminJler be^e4 
for it^ it did not become them to chufe^ and 
^ th^sIVcafon, among others » that they 
were fo far i&om having contributed one 
Farthing towards it, more than any other 
of his Ntajcfty^SubjQ<as, that I am kforined, 
thofe of thf upper Liberties had often de-« 
glared publidt&ly, before the Bill was brought 
into the Hoqfe, tha(t they would confent to 
no Tax, tho/evcr ip ikiall, on Aat account; 
whi^hoUiged the Qentlemen who were at 
4hat time concerting proper Meafiires toob*> 
tain the Bridge-A6t, to dcdare by a publick 
Advertifement^ that no fu^h Tax was in« 
tended. 

A* ^ O^lufipn of yoar Letter, you de* 
fire me to gjivc you my Opinion as to die 
Pla^ and lifeterials of this intended Bridge. 

As 
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As to Mftti^kls, I find you arefo juftly an4 
fi>particukrly warm againft Wooden Bridges, ' 
that I need not enlarge in giving you more 
Reaibns for concurring with you. As to 
my Sentiments of the moft proper Situation 
for the'intended Bridge, you ought to €on<^. 
fider, that I luve not the Opportunity of 
confuhing Perfons capaUe of informing me, 
as the Commlflioners have; if J had. the 
Honour of being one of them, and that my 
Health would let me ftay any confiderable 
^me in London, before I would conclude as 
to that point, I (hould defire to have the 
following emeries anfwered, 

1. Where muft the Bridge be erected, fo 
as to prove the fhprteft, and eafieft Commu-* 
nication with all the Roads already in being, 
in the adjacent Counties ? . 

2. What would be the Expence of pur^ 
chafing Houfes and Lands, in order to make 
new Rbads, if wanting, or only widen thoic 
that are already made ? 

3. Where would the Bridge be leaft dan-r 
gerous to the Navigation, or hurtful to the 
Bargemen, Lightermen, and Watermen, and 
what would a proper Satisi^dion to the laft 

mentioned amount to ? 
. ' 4. Where 
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4. Where is die beft Foiindiation to be 
foandy for erecting a folid and laftingBddge^ 
aofi with the leaft Expence? .: 

. .5. Where muft a Bridge beplacec^, thaC 
would occafion feweft Stops, and leaft Con^ 
fuiion, efpeciaUy in Parliament and Term- 
time? • . - 
. 6. Where could a Bridge be fooi^ft mada. 
paflable, and compleady finiihed iq the^ 

fcortcft tinae ? 

I make not the leaft doubt but the Com-^ 
miHioners will call before them, if they Ii^^> 
not done italready^ allPerfop^ fhat can give 
them any Information relating tp th^ Sttb-*' 
jeiftof thefe, orfuch like Qiieries* IcQuld 
have added many more> which I omit, as 
being lefs important to the general Goodi 
fiich are the following; 

7. Whether by fetting the Bridgo at one 
of the Places mentioned in the A€t. ratker 
than at the other^ in order to ihorten the Ways 
upon the Stones, on one fide of the River^ 
will not occafion the lengthening them as 
much on the other fide ? 

8. Whether this Bridge was not rather 
intended forthe Ufe and Benefit of the City 
oi Wejiminjier ^ which has long wanted a 

Cpm* 
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Gommtinication vnin the Surrey^&6c of the 
ftnrer, and Atrcfore petitioned for, andob- 

\ tained this Bill » than for the Borough of ' 

Soutbvrarif who have one already, and fot 
itfaatreafbn, petitioned againft it? And iffo, 

9. Where ought this Bridge to be fitU'^ 
ated, fb as iboneft to anfwer the intended 

* Burpoie to the Land-Owners, and Inhabit 

tahts of the IFh/iminften'Mt^ beft fecure to 

, them the Benefit of a Bridge, and prevent 

transferring it from them^ to the Borough 
cfSwikwark ; which, by the Bend of the 
River, inay in time^ become a Center to 
Both CitieSi - ^ 

lo* Whetherby placing this Bridge, tWth 
too great a regard for the avoiding the in- 
creafe of BuJWirigs on one fide the Rivera' 
itnay not occafion a much greater Increafe^ 
ihd of ^orfe Confequence, on the other ? 
&c: &c. &c. 

Upon the v^holc, I am pcrfuadcd the ddm- 
miflioners will place the intended Bridge, 
wliere it vSrill be moft ufcful to the Publicfc 
in general^ with all due regard to the Inte- 
reft of private People. 

Having now anfwered all that I found 
material in your Letter^ I Ihall add a few 

loofe 
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. loofb Thoughts, fuch as now occur to me^ 
which may fumifh Matter for our future 
Correfponctence* Moft Peopl? with whom 
I have converfed on this Subjcft, wi(h, that 
in caie theCommiflioners find they have not 
Money enough to build a good Bridge, they 
would, without applying again to Parlia^ 
ment, make ufe of the Powers they have of 
laying a temporary Toll, when the Bridge is 
finifhed, which would remove all DifHcuU 
ties ; fince they could raife a very great Sum, 
either by granting Annuities upon fiogle 
Lives, or borrowing Money on iheir owa 
Bonds, and afSgning the Revenues of this 
Toll for a time, till all the Annuitants (hould 
be dead, or the Bonds repaid out of the iaid 
Toll ; which ipight eafily be managed, at a 
trifling annual Charge ^ besides, in all pub-- 
lick Taxes, Care is^ or fhould always be taken 
to lay them as equal as poflible, and to make 
thofe piay moil who are moft obnoxious, a9 
in fumptuary Laws, or moft benefited, as in 
other Cafes : Who thereibre are fo fit to pay 
for a Bridge, as thofe that go over it ? and 
who fofit to contribute towards it, a$ thofe 
that will be Gainers by it? for which Rca* 
fon, jiot only a temporary Toll, but (fliould 
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afdture Applicalidn to Parliaioerit be thought! 
heceSkry) a fmall Pound-rate upon Ac City 
andhthtrty of fTefimin/kry and the four ad- 
jacent Hundreds on both fidtsof thcTiames^ 
ieems to be more equitable, than to lay 6> 
great a Burthen on thofe who have no par« 
ticular Expectation of Benefit from the Bridge 
but what muft arife from their Chance in 
gaming bt a very great Difadvantage in Lot- 
teries; This Pound-rate^ it is hoped> would 
not exceed i d. which would fcarcely be felt, 
if coUefted Half-yearly, elpecially when 
granted for n6 m6re than ^or 6 Years, while 
the Bridge was building, and the Roads and 
Avenues compleating. 
^ Oh the' other hand, if a greater- Sum of 

Ik 

M'oney fhpuld be wanted to finish the in^ 
tended Bridge, and it (hould be thought ex- 
pedient to apply again to Parliament for an- 
other Lottery, the Succefs of fuch an Appli- 
bation is doubtful ; the Averfion of many of 
-the Members of both Houfes, and of th^ 
PubUckin general, having always fhewh it 
firlf ftrongly againft all Lotteries, and neVef 
' more than againft the two Bridge- Lotteries^ 
upon which account, the firft never filled^ 
land the fccond pierhaps> w6iild have met 

with 
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with so better Fate, if the Subicribers had 
not been pticed into it by a moil extraordi- 
nary PrsBmiiun of 3 fer Cent, which has 
fiink near 21000/. out of the 98000/. grant- 
ed by Parliament, to which, if there be ad- 

< ded no lefs than 3000/. allowed to the Bank 
by the Commiffioners, and loooo /. ,or per- 
haps more, for the Charges of the Lottery, 
&c. we fhall find the whole of thefe Deduc- 
tions^ tp amount to 40000 /. a moft exorbi* 
tantPraemium for the Loan of about 60000 /. 
neat Money! I could mention fcveral other 
Articles to the Diiadvantage of the AdveotU'- 
rers m Lotteries, particularly the lofs of all 
the Intercft of the advanced Money, lock'd 
up from the time of the feveral Payments, to 
the Diilrib^tiot) of Prizes, &c. which in this 
Lottery, however infenfible'of it the Adven- 
turas may be^ amoupt«^at ^rtimon Intereil^ 
to near ioqqo/. a moil profufe Allowance to 

i Box-koepcrsL 

It may alfoibe wprth while to obferve, 

that giving the Common- People faife Views^ 
and imagihary Profpei^s of their growing 

tich by Accident, or acquiring large For* 
tunes by Chance, is very pernicious to th« 
Welfare of any Nation, and one of the. rea-^ 
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dieft ways (befides encouraging Luxury and 
Gaming) to enervate the Minds of a free 
People, anddeftroy their Inclination to Trade 
and Manufadures; which, together with a 
fteady Iriduftry, Frugality, and an extended 
Commerce, ^re the never-failing Means to 
obtain Wealth and Power to a Nation, and 
EafeandProfperity to the Subje<fts thereof. 

How happy is it for the Publick, that the 
Tre/lmin/ier-Bridge Bill has twice made its 
way through both Houfes of Parliament, 
with the concurring Approbation of all Par- 
ties ! But pray Sir, when this Bridge is built, 
has any care been taken to prevent Murders, 
dropping of Infants, and other Accidents, / 
to which it muft infallibly be fubje<ft, being 
declared extra-parochial by the Ad— This 
particular Thought about poor Children, has 
fo firongly afFe6)fcd me, that I cannot help 
on all occafions, exprefOng my fincerefl 
Wifties for the feke of Mother and Child, 
that a proper Trovifion was made forthemt 
^n our Country, as is done in moft others— 
J could alfo wifh, that fince the building of 
this Bridge muft of confequence nearly afie& 
the Watermen, whofe Labour on the Thames 
is their only Subfiftence, earned now at the 

lame 
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lame rates a^ were fettled loi^ ago^ vrheii 

' Money was much dearer, and all the Necef- 
fariesof Life much cheaper, their Caie may 
be taken into confideration, and their long 
Fares augmented. And I am of opinion, 
that fince they are deemed a ulefiil Body of 
Men, a felc<a Number ofthemihould be 
rcgifieredwitha fmall yearly Stipend, which 
in the end would prove Icfs expenfive to the 
Nation, and much more confiftent with the 

' Liberties of free-born Subjed^,' than the pre- 
sent unnatural and unwarrantable Pradlice ol 
forcing them into the Service. 

The Confervancy of the River llam^St 
particularly in regard to its Fifliery, which 
has been long moft fhamefuUynegleaedand 
abufed, is alfo a Subjeft highly worthy a 
parliamentary Enquiry ; fince this River, 
under a proper Regulation, would foon be- 
come the moft prolifick in the World, and 
the Advantages that might from thence a- 
rife to the Town, perhaps as great as thofe 
expeaed from a Bridge j but this can hardly 
ever be expei^ed, whilft it is, under the Ore 
of an Officer, who qjuft, oneway brother, 
contriw to make the Income of his Place[ 
not only anfwer the Price he gave for it, but 
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iHcmMftrit dS muck aspofiifale; it^ cafe he 
think proper to dtipofe of it^ . 
'. I'hftV^infehfit^y wandec^ frdm' my Sub^ , . 
je^, andif m-yoarArifwtf, which! exped^ - 
will be more ^iee^yimdpartibttkr than your * . 
)aft>yott (houldknaohg other things, give i*ie ', 
your'Tlwi^hts upon tlifefe Excursions <rf. ' 
teine, you i^^KoKHge, - * • 
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Your very Mumble Servant^^ > 
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